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From the Desk of Fr. Angelo
"Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” 2 Peter 3:18

This enticement, from one of Christ’s beloved disciples, calls out to all of us to deepen our faith.
Not just in knowledge, but also in experience. For Orthodox Christians, the experiential com-
ponent of our faith in the church is vital to our salvation. Although Americans claim to be a
highly religious people (92% profess a belief in God or a universal spirit), most don’t under-
stand the basic doctrines of their faith. And Orthodox Christians are no exception. This point
was demonstrated in a 2010 national survey entitled “Orthodox Church Fact Survey”, conducted
by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and the Orthodox Church in America, to deter-
mine which issues were considered significant to the laity. On the positive side, 69% said that
church school should receive “a lot of emphasis”. However, on the negative side, over 60% saw
going to church on Sundays as non-significant for being a good Orthodox Christian; an even
more astounding 5% stated that belief that the Eucharist as the true Body and Blood of Christ
and Christ’s resurrection are also non-significant for being a “good” Orthodox Christian.

Given such dismal answers, the question arises as to whether it is important for Americans to
be well informed about our own religious traditions. Does it matter how much we know—or
don’t know—about religion? The Church’s answer is a resounding YES! This knowledge gap
has real-world consequences, the worst of which is an emotional, rather than logical and in-
formed response to statements from political candidates or religious groups, a shallow view of
world events, and a weakened capacity to critique the claims of those preaching religious intol-
erance and hate. Closing this knowledge gap 1s vital step in guarding us from these dangerous
traps. And the religious education ministry of the Church is the first and most powerful weapon
to combat this problem. religious institutions serve their communities and are highly influen-
tial in shaping our views about social issues. However, education is only one part. We must
also put our knowledge into concrete actions. As the saying goes in Latin Lex orandi, lex cre-
denda, that is, the law of prayer is the law of belief. It is no exaggeration to say that our
very salvation depends on having a personal belief that is solidly based on the Truth - as the
full armor of God to guide us in this pluralistic society which presents our children and us with
a broad spectrum of teachings and diverse faiths.
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From the Desk of Fr. Angelo (continued from page 1)

The Archbishop's Challenge

In his keynote address at the 34th Clergy-Laity Congress, His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios
presented a challenge to establish a stronger and more Orthodox catechetical system for the
Greek Orthodox faithful in America. The Department of Religious Education, based at Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox Theological School in Boston, working together with the Antiochian Or-
thodox Church, and the Orthodox Church of America (OCA) enthusiastically accepted this chal-
lenge and has responded with the publication of a Scope and Sequence chart for Orthodox Edu-
cation, in 2011. This effort resulted in a clear and detailed roadmap of education from Kinder-
garten through High School and includes the roles and responsibilities of the parents as part of
a complete Orthodox education. Referred to as the Total Parish Program, this program is de-
signed to assist Orthodox Christians of all ages in deepening their knowledge of participation in
the church's liturgical (worship, sacrament, and prayer), philanthropic (communal fellowship,
service, and witness) and theological (doctrine and teachings) inheritance. Total Parish projects
include the development of curricula, periodicals, interactive multimedia, teacher training, and
distance learning via the Internet.

The Annunciation Response

The first step for our parish along this path is the establishment of a Religious Education Com-
mittee (AREC) which will be committed to implementing the Total Parish Program here at our
church. Education at a parish level is too large a task for only one person, that is, a Director so
there will be a RE Committee composed of three persons which will not only spread the work-
load of coordinating religious education in the parish but will benefit from multiple viewpoints
on what direction RE should take. Secondly we will implement the educational curriculum es-
tablished by the Orthodox Christian Education Commission which provides a clear and coordi-
nated roadmap of religious education from Pre-K through 12th grade. This includes textbooks
which align with each grade and mid-term and final exams, as well as application such as par-
ticipation in social action opportunities both in the church and in our Rochester community.
Third, education for our youth will dovetail with Adult level education such as Bible Studies,
Discussion Groups, Lecture Series, and social outings.

Surely there is much work to be done to bring our education program to the level demanded by
our Archdiocese, and, after meeting our teachers here I am assured of their commitment to this
goal. I strongly beseech all of us, parents and grandparents alike, to support these efforts un-
derway for the Religious Education program here at the Annunciation, so that we may truly
“Grow 1in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Finally, please be sure to look for the schedule of events for both Youth Religious Education and
Greek School in the September issue of the Good News. This schedule will include all of the
classes and events for youth religious education and Greek School for the entire 2018/19 church
school year.
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UPCOMING CHURCH SERVICES

+ Friday, September 14, Exaltation of the Holy Cross, Orthros 9:00 am;
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am.

+ Teaching Liturgy—Sunday September 23— 10am—Come and learn
why we do what we do during the Divine Liturgy.

Message from the National Philoptochos Society about Fires in Greece
Fund

Please keep the victims, their families and loved ones in your prayers and please be as gener-
ous as possible. Donations may be sent marked “2018 Fires in Greece Fund” to the National
Philoptochos Society at 126 East 37th Street, New York, NY 10016 or make donations online at
http://bit.ly/1IMpMsF3 and select “2018 Fires in Greece Fund.”

Please remember that Wedding and Baptismal candles are available for
purchase.
For further information call the church office or 752-7432
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WE'RE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE

Our New and Improved Website!

ABOUT.  CALENDAR  NEWS — SCHEDULING SACRAMENTS  EDUCATION  MINISTRIES T

WELCOME TO

ANNUNCIATION
GREEK ORTHODOX
CHURCH!

LEARN MORE

Welcome to the Annunciztion Greek Orthodox Church. Our parish was established in 1904 in
Rochester, NY and occupiod many different buidings until our present church was

1657. The last place of worship before bulding this church on East Avenue was at 110 Fitzhugn
Street

We are excited to announce that our new and improved Church website is live! You may have noticed that our
website has changed drastically since the last time you checked in. That is due to the work of Alexia Georgiou, a
design consultant from Georgiou., who has been working hard to bring you a better online experience. A significant
change you may have noticed on the site is our web design. Our responsive web design includes rich content and
easy navigation for all who are looking for information regarding our parish.

Similarly, a massive update on the website is the improved structure of our content for a quick and easy read. Our
new and enhanced site boasts a clean design and vibrant graphics to deliver maximum impact and visual appeal to
our audience. Parish visitors will also notice a new and improved calendar that is synced to update every five minutes
to make sure no current event or activity is missed.

We encourage you to visit and explore our new site and see for yourself. In fact, your feedback is very important to
us. Please let us know if there is any other important information that should be included on the website. You can
email your questions, comments, or concerns to office@annunciationrochester.org.
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PARISH COUNCIL

Introduction of the USHERS CLUB

The Parish Council along with Fr Angelo is introducing the Annunciation Ushers Club! Many parishioners have
all along been willing and available to be present and assist PC members in Narthex with various responsibili-
ties and tasks and those efforts have been greatly appreciated. As is practiced in other churches, we wish to
invite parishioners to participate in a rotation, serving alongside PC members in the Narthex. In general, the
activities we ask of co-parishioners would be to greet members arriving to church, assist in seating if needed,
guard doors at certain segments of the service, maintain general quiet and order in the Narthex, and assist in
passing trays at the end of service.

This role is very important since the people in the Narthex are a newcomer’s first impression of our commu-
nity and we want that experience to be a pleasant one. If you have interest in serving the community in this
manner, please let Fr Angelo or any member of the Parish Council know.

2018/2019 ADVERTISING/SPONSORSHIP COMMITMENT FORM

In order to help defray costs of printing and mailing and to increase awareness among our community of the
broad range of experience and services available from our parishioners, we are inviting both parishioners and
any vendors to our church to consider advertising in our monthly newsletter. Just complete the form below
and mail, email or drop off to the church office. For email use office@annunciationrochester.org

Name Phone
Address City Zip
Contact Email
ADVERTISING OPTIONS: NOTES:
Newsletter is printed 11 months per year as June/July is a com-
LT FUIl PAGE..eeeeeerteeeereeeee et et eer e s e enans $500/yr bined newsletter
For best quality, artwork should be high resolution jpeg files or
L Half PAE..viviereeeecrieeetceer e s sevsae s snasae e $300/yr - g y & 1peg
similar
[0 BUSINESS Card ....ceeeeiiieeiiieeeeniieeeeieeeesieeeesieeee e $150/yr Emailed ads must be 600 dpi or greater PDF

Please include or email artwork
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PHILOPTOCHOS

Dear Annunciation Family,

Welcome Back! | hope that you all have enjoyed this very hot season. For the water enthusiasts it has been your lucky summer.
I’'m sure many of you took advantage of the weather and whether you vacationed locally or visited the “homeland” abroad | hope
it was pleasurable with family and friends. Hopefully, you all are rested and ready to enter the Ecclesiastical year that is ahead of
us. Yes, it’s that time again, the reminders of children heading back to school, college kids starting their semester and the excite-
ment of shopping, “back to school”, items that your kids need. In other words it’s getting back into the routine of not only our
secular lives but also starting to think about returning to church on a regular basis. Though | have to say the turn out for the sum-
mer has been very good. Thank goodness for our YiaYias and Papous that pray for us.

Please allow me to introduce the members of Philoptochos for the 2018-2019. Here are the board members: Dina Theodorakakos,
Olga Nassis, Barbara Moynihan, Dina Marou, Elaine Manou, Mary Manou, Demetra Korovessis, Maria Economides-membership
coordinator, Gabi Dobrot, Vickie Makovsky, and Sofia Demkos. The officers are as follows: Maria LoVerde-past president though
serving as advisor to the board. Despina Georgantopoulos first vice-president, Akrivi Bitsas second vice-president, Helen Eisen-
berg-treasurer, Karen Balta-secretary.

Again, | would like to welcome Fr. Angelos Maggos and Presvytera Teri Maggos to our Annunciation family. | thank them both for
joining and being members of the Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society.

The Philoptochos board along with Fr. Angelo met on July 22nd, 2018 and below is the calendar of events for 2018-2019.
Philoptochos will keep you updated with events.

One event that | would like to mention separately is: Philoptochos is reaching out to the whole Annunciation family and asking
that you please consider bringing in bath, hand, and wash clothes, (new or slightly used) which will be taken to the House of Mer-
cy. Please bring them to the community hall. Thank you in advance.

Let the journey begin: “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

May God Bless America and the Annunciation on East Avenue.
President-Niki Chamberlain

September: 2018
1:Sunday September 16th-General Philoptochos Meeting after Liturgy.

October: 2018
1: Sunday October 7th-General Philoptochos Meeting after Liturgy.
2: Sunday October 14th: Membership, Mezethes, and Mimosas. After Liturgy

November:2018
1: Sunday November 4th:
e Artoclasia for the health of Philoptochos Society and all.
e Philoptochos Patron Saints Damian & Cosmas. Second Tray will be Passed in church. Philoptochos
will sponsor fellowship coffee hour.
2: Sunday November 11th-Philoptochos General Meeting after Liturgy.
3: Sunday November 18th-Philoptochos Famous Bake Sale.

December:2018
1: Sunday December 2nd- Philoptochos Christmas Party @ 3:00pm: All are welcome.
2: Sunday December 16th-Philoptochos General Meeting after Liturgy.

January: 2019
1: Sunday January 13th: St. Basile Vasilopita Luncheon. After Liturgy



GOOD NEWS September, 2018

PHILOPTOCHOS is Out and About in Rochester

On August 17, several members of our Philoptochos went and prepared food for 40 families re-
siding in the Ronald McDonald house in Rochester. The food was donated by our Philoptochos
and together with Fr Angelo we had a great time in the kitchen and touring the facility. Many
of the residents couldn’t help but pass by the kitchen while we were preparing the food asking
when dinner was being served as the aroma wafted through the building.

Thanks to the dedication of our leadership and members this summer has seen our Philoptochos
exemplify the meaning our name; friend of the poor.

The Ronald McDonald House Charities of Rochester, NY, Inc. provides a “home-away-from-
home” to families while their children receive the medical care they need. We offer services at
our Westmoreland House, the House Within the Hospital and the Ronald McDonald Family
Room at the Golisano Children’s Hospital, and the Family Lounge at Rochester General Hospi-
tal.
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H XHMAZXIA TOY APTOY

IIavtote o aptog, oav Baolko otorxeio tng
TPOPIC TOU avOPROIIOU £iXe IIPoTEPULOTITA
0TIV TUHI] €VAVTL TOV GAARDV TPOP®V, KAl
yia auto oto Ilatep Huwv, O Xprotog

ava@epel TNV @PAon, “o emouolog aptog’.

H npoogopd xat euloyia TV APTOV Kl
TV UIIOAOLOOV 00P®V, AadL Kol Kpaol, o
£101K1) TeAeTI), KATd Ta OLapOPETIKA TNG
12pag akodouBbiag mou exoupe otnv
ExxAnola pag exev tn pida tng otnv
erroxn tou Xprotou. O 161o¢ o Kuplog pag,
otav Bpebnke oe £pnuo tomo, Kal peta
aro 6186ackovTag To Aad euAOYyNnoe Toug
IIEVTE APTOUE KAl £TOL IIPOCPEPE TPOPI] OF
eve X1A1adeg avBpomoug, (Math.14:15-
21). Apyotepa, peta tnv avaotaor Tou,

I yawve mpog to Xoplto Eppaoiug xau
EHUPAVIOTNKE 0TOV 000UIIOPOUS KAl TOUG
epunveue tig mpopnteieg tng Iadavag
Avabnkng, mou pldovoav yia to Beto
maBog. Otav £pBaocav oe KAmolo oIriTL, 0
Kupog mmnpe ota xepra Tou to woul, to
euloynoe Kal KoBovtag to, Kal to £60oe
otoug 6Uo pabnteg Tou. (Aouk.24:30). To
OII0UdAL0TEPO OIME IIOU OELXVEL TNV
XP1)01 TOU APTOU £LVal AUTO IIOU £IIEL O
1010¢ 0 Xp1otog mept Tov aptov - “Eywe

elpal o aptog tng ¢ong. Exeivog mou

September, 2018

gpxetal oe peva 6ev Ba mewvaoel Kau
£Kelvog II0U Ioteuel og peva, oev Ba
owpaoel iote”. (Iw.6:35-36) Kau exoupe
autn TV epmnepla kabe @opa otav

tedoupe to Muotiko Aetmvo.

Ewvaur avaykn opwg va avagepoupe pa
aAAn akoloubBia mou ovopadetatl
aptokAaoia. Apto-KAaola pavepmdnke
padtl pe tig ouvadelg TV IPOTOV
Xprotiavev Kat th Aedn onpaivel
KOPPATLA0HUA TOU WOHUL0U KAl eV
ouvexeila Gravoun tou. Xnjpepa oTig
£KKANoleg pag ol Iotol, Ipoo@EpouUV
IIEVTE APTOUG e YAUKLA yeuor), Alyo Aadu

Kal Kpaol, woiaitepa oe peyaleg ylopteg,

adda orrorog¢ Beder proper va {ntaet
AptoxrAaoia yia va divel euxapiotia 0Tov
Beo0 ywa xatl Xado mou ouvebn oe autov,
n ota owkoyevela tou, KtA. H ExkAnotla
pag BeAer va pag 616ael 11600 1epod Kal
£UAOYNHEVO elval TO POUL KAl emong 0Tl
0 Beog elval o xopnyog tng {wng, Kal va
avayvepiloupe tov dwpeodotn Oeo e tig

Ipagelg auTeg.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE)

Greek School starts on Sept. 15 Sunday School starts on Sept. 16
Registration info and forms will be available on the website or the church office!

Youth from Rochester, Buffalo, Syracuse, and Jamestown attended St. Timothy Camp at
Oswegatchie Educational Center in NY the week of August 6. Faith, Fellowship and Fun were
the goals for the week!
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DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE

Each year the Daughters of Penelope Chapter 44 offers a scholarship to outstanding high school
student applicants for their education achievements.

The Daughters of Penelope Chapter 44 is proud to announce the 2018 scholarship recipient, Pe-
ter Letendre!

Peter is the son of Aleksandra and Jeffrey Letendre, DOP and AHEPA members in good stand-
ing. His teachers and school counselor describes him as a mature, well-adjusted and goal orient-
ed student that will be a great addition to any college of his desire. Peter was a high honor roll
with distinctions, with academic excellence in AP Physics, Health and Physical education sub-
jects (played JV and V volleyball), served two terms as GOYA co-president, had an excellent in-
volvement on music (played at Eastman Youth Jazz Orchestra, stage crew, winter percussion)
and was involved in many community services, (volunteer regularly at Holy Spirit Annual Fes-
tival, making care packages, writing cards to soldiers and loved volunteering in soup kitchen).
He also worked as a host at a local restaurant and loved interacting with people.

He will be attending RIT in the fall of 2018 and become a researcher in physics filed with a goal
of pursuing a PhD and use research to help people in need.

Peter’s outstanding achievements in and out of school, his academic record, leadership qualities
both on the athletic field and in school, and his volunteer work in the community, make him an
outstanding honoree for this year’s scholarship.

Congratulations Peter! Scholarship Committee wishes you continued success throughout your
college career and on.

Scholarship Committee
Landa Prifti

ATTENTION ALL ANNUNCIATION PARISHIONERS

In an effort to be sure we have everyone on our mailing list for the Good News
newsletter and for email notifications of upcoming events we are in the process of
updating our email Contact List. If your email or address has changed please
contact the church office or email this information to:
office@annunciationrochester.org

ATTENTION ALL PARISH ORGANIZATIONS!

We are updating our email Contact List for all of our Parish Organizations!
Please send the name and email address of your organization’s contact to:

goodnews@annunciationrochester.org
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Greek School - EAAnviko XxoAero
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION

First Day of Classes: Saturday, September 15th, 2018

Greek School provides our children an opportunity to become fluent in the Greek language.
Our goal is for all students to be able to read, write, and speak Greek and build ties that bind
them to their heritage and each other. With the integration of music, dance, religion and his-
tory, our students are immersed in the Greek culture and the Greek Orthodox faith. This ex-
perience leads to everlasting friendships.

September 15th will be the first full day of classes. Classes will be held from 9:30am-1:00pm.
Students should report to class and be prepared for a full day of instruction. Parents please
register your children in the hall beginning at 9:30 am.

Guidelines for Registration:

Pre-Kindergarten: Children who are or become 5 years old by December 1 and are potty
trained.

Kindergarten: Children who are enrolled in first grade in public/private school can enroll in
Kindergarten at Greek School.

First Grade: Children who are enrolled in second grade in public/private school can enroll in
first grade at Greek School. Previous attendance of Greek School Kindergarten class is strong-
ly recommended.

Tuition (includes textbooks):
One child $370 Two Siblings $335each  Three or more Siblings $300 each

We welcome you to the 2018-2019 school year!
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