
   

February 2020 Voice: (585) 244.3377 

From the Desk of  Fr. Angelo 

From the Desk of 
Rev. Fr. Angelo Maggos 

Parish Registry, Progress Report 
Upcoming Church Services and Events 

 

Youth Ministry and Organiza ons News 
 

The Road Ahead 
 
Unfortunately, this year has begun with sadness in light of the loss of several parishioners in December and 
January.  This suffering, while real and personal,  is a reminder of the tragic sufferings of the early Chris an 
communi es.    In St. Paul’s le ers, you quickly grasp the difficul es of the situa on that he, and his bishops, 
faced as most Chris an communi es struggled with their faith and paid with their lives in tragic and horrible 
suffering.  O en mes, they were unsure of whether to con nue their beliefs in the pagan gods of Olympus 
or Rome or con nue to believe in this Christ of whom St. Paul was preaching about. Their faith was being 
tested through doubt, mockings, verbal and physical sufferings.   In his advice to the Corinthians, St. Paul 
speaks about these difficul es and where God is in the midst of our suffering:  

 “Every trial that you have experienced is the kind that normally comes to people.  But God 
keeps His promise, and He will not allow you to be tried beyond your power to remain firm: 
at the me of your trial He will give you the strength to endure it, and so provide you with a 
way out.”   (1 Cor 10:13) 

 
As you have heard me say many mes in my sermons:  We will all experience suffering in our lives, and that 
suffering will take on a different form for each person.  However, we must always be vigilant to remember 
that it is God who is in control and He does not allow us to be tested beyond our means – even though we 
may feel overwhelmed by the events of the me. In the sadness of knowing that suffering, both spiritual and 
physical, is inevitable, the good news is that God will give us the strength to endure it.  
 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.  For just as we share abundantly in 
the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ.”  (2 Cor 3-5) 

 
While we all feel despair in these difficult mes, it is here when we are most vulnerable and must be vigilant 
to the a acks of Satan and his forces. The Hebrew Scriptures is replete with the sufferings of God’s people: 
The lives of Job, King David and Hosea give us an example of hope in hopeless mes – of firmness in faith at 
a me when God seemed far away.  Job cried out to God showing us that there is no shame in feeling hurt, 
pain or suffering...but the story is also one of hope in that we see God answer Job and restore to him all that 
he had lost.   Adversity and suffering was a pa ern in David’s life, yet he trusted in God:   

“Before I was afflicted [suffered] I went astray: but now have I kept Your word”  
(Psalm 119:67).   

 
In the same way the Book of Hosea offers the same message. This is a wonderful love story from a mortal 
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sense (Hosea and Gomer) and a divine sense (God and Israel) and demonstrates the long-suffering love 
(Numbers 14:18) God has for His people.  
 
St. Paul, in his 2nd le er to the Corinthians, tells us that even though we suffer and struggle, as did the 
prophets, we have our hope and help in the Holy Trinity. The source of everything is God the Father,  
proceeding through God the Son, and perfected in God the Holy Spirit. God, who became man, the Christ 
was perfect man and knows personally the agony of suffering and torment. Knowing this, St. Paul tells us to 
take comfort that as God’s own beloved crea on we always have His Grace. 
 

But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God 
and not from us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed...For we who are 
alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that His life may be revealed in 
our mortal body.  
(2 Cor 4:7) 

 
In the coming year, we will con nue to face significant challenges: financial, spiritual, personal and with 
those challenges will come suffering, however, we the people of the One True God, protected by His love 
and wisdom, have been granted the Grace of the Holy Spirit (the Comforter) to strengthen us to endure 
the hardships we will face (John 14:25).   
 
Through Christ, I am confident that our Annuncia on family will con nue to meet these challenges in a 
manner befi ng the legacy and determina on of our forebearers.  This year I pray that each of you  
consider the awesome responsibility of this legacy of love and reach out to those who have suffered or are 
experiencing suffering and in grace and love offer them a word or act of comfort.  
 
My favorite priest-professor at Holy Cross Seminary would say that the only thing we have that we can  
truly give to God is our suffering so let us allow ourselves to be at peace and permit His Grace to flow into 
your heart.   
  

My comfort in my suffering is this, Your promise preserves my life…I have sought your face 
with all my heart; be gracious to me according to your promise.   (Psalm 119:50, 58) 
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PARISH REGISTRY 

40-Day Blessing 

29 December -Ted Flading - Parents, Jake and Vasiliki Flading 

5 January - E himios Dragos – Parents, Sam & Chris na Dragos 

 26 January  - Anthony Mondeschein - Parents Kevin & Chris na Mondeschein 

 

Bap sms: 

11 January – Lincoln Fabian – Parents, Trevor and Chris na Fabian 

11 January – Rayna Newcomb – Parents, Ma hew & Stephanie Newcomb 

  

Memoriam: 

Eugene Howard Interred November 18, 2019 

Peter Jovan                   Interred December 3, 2019 

Norman Vaughn           Interred December 23, 2019 

Dimitrios Aselas           Interred December 28, 2019 

Fanny Klifounis            Interred January 7, 2020 

Peter Stama s              Interred January 11, 2020 

GOOD NEWS  February, 2020 

UPCOMING SATURDAY OF SOULS:  2/22, 2/29, 3/7 
 

The church is offering their families the opportunity of par cipa ng in a Community Koliva to honor the 
memory of your loved ones during the three (3) Saturday of Souls Liturgies on 2/22, 2/29, and 3/7. 
 
To help offset the cost of supplies for these kolivas we are asking for a dona on of $25.00 payable to the 
Annuncia on Greek Orthodox Church.  
 
If your family has the tradi on of making their own Koliva for the Saturday of Souls, you are welcomed to 
do so. 
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Applica ons are also available in the church office and a er Liturgy in the Community Cen-
ter. 
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HALL RENOVATION CHALLENGE PLEDGE 
Hall Donor Pledges are con nuing, and we are very apprecia ve of everyone’s support for this project. 

Our long- me parishioners and supporters of this community, Nick and Katherine Sfikas, have already gra-
ciously donated $150,000 towards the Hall Renova on Project.  As with all of you, they have been keeping 
up with our progress and have seen that the Hall Pledge Dona ons to date have not yet reached the goal 
established at the last General Assembly. 

With this in mind, Nick and Katherine Sfikas, have offered a matching pledge program of up to an addi onal 
$50,000 to help us achieve our goal.  We are, therefore, encouraging everyone to take up this challenge in 
whatever way they can.  So as to not let this carry on for too long, we have set the deadline for collec ng 
these funds to the end of March, 2020. 

Be assured that as we move forward, we will be providing updates on our progress, through our website, 
the Good News and church announcements.  

We are confident that we can meet this challenge that Nick  and Katherine have presented to us, so let’s get 
it done! 

Annuncia on Parish Council and Fr Angelo 
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HALL RENOVATION PLEDGE DON0RS TO DATE 

Nicholas and Katherine Sfikas 
Margaret Kitz 
Jeane e and Michael Lazary 
Fr. Angelo and Presvytera Teri Maggos 
Maria Vasho 
Jim and Dori Stathopoulos 
Niki Chamberlain 
Eric Vangellow 
Ronald and Chris ne Kerxhalli Wiegand 
Elias and Maria Sarganis                           
Mary Cri kos In Memory of Irene Joglus                  
Marie Sakellariou         
Ana Dobrot 
Vera Bellows 
Vicky Stathe-Smith n memory of her parents,  

Van and Anastasia Stathe 
Vasila Augus nos 
Zoe Stama s 
Jeffrey & Lauren Gashlin 
Stavro & Mary Mago 
Kathryn M. Markakis 
Panhelleic Cultural Associa on 
Katheryn Balta in memory of Theodore Balta 
Dimitrios and Maria Karras 
Philip Broikos In memory of Natalie Vasho 
Aleksandra Velo 
Maria Vasho (Anthony) Memory Natalie 
Dr. Elias and Anna Konstan nou 
Alpha Iron Works, LLC 
Stephen & Beverly Hageman 
Vasilios and Carol Tegas 
Angie Weaver in memory of Donald John Weaver 
 

James and Mary Cerniglia in memory of  
Joanne Colgan 

Agia Paraskevi 
Chris & Chrisanthy Hetelekides                         
Antonakis & Victoria Georgiou                          
John & Elaine Vangellow In memory of  

Jennie Mickles    
Angeline George  
Dimitrios (Jim) Manou.  
Aphrodite Stathis 
George & Olga Nassis 
Rochester Auto Glass & Mirror Co. 
Drosopigi Society Inc. 
Helen Eisenberg 
Nick Grigoriou Family in memory of  

John and Irene Gregoriou 
Akrivi Bitsas 
Soultana Strembenis 
Stravoula Neamonitakis 
Evangelos & Chris na Yannas 
Constan nos & Elizabeth Zissis 
Vincent & Barbara Moynihan in memory of  

Eugene & Connie Howard 
Maria Gines in memory of George Gines 
Susan & Norman Vaugh in memory of  

Norman E. Vaughn 
Vasilios & Fanny Elias 
Marie Sakellaniou in memory of  

Michael and Anthi Tauntas 
Alan & Vickie Makovsky 
Angela Lapple in memory of Peter Stama s 
Katheryn Balta  
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HALL RENOVATION PLEDGE DON0RS TO DATE, Con nued 

Vicky Stathe-Smith 
Dafni & John Antonakakis 
AGOC Seniors Club 
Christos A. Elias 
Anastasia & Ioannis Keisidis 
Petsios Family in memory of Dimitrios Petsios 
Jeane e Lazary in memory of Peter Stama s 
Angela Lapple in memory of Peter Stama s 
Angie George in memory of Peter Stama s 
Jim & Mary Cerniglia in memory of Peter Stama s 
Katheryn Balta in memory of Gus Lazary 
Panayio s & theopis  Hatzipapas 

Olympia Stathe in memory of Harry S. Stathe 
Chrissie Copoulos in memory of Charles Capoulos 
Mary L. Lopoulos in memory of Charles Capoulos 
Helen Lazary in memory of Gus Lazary 
Ann Bantuvanis in memory of Peter Stama s 
Kasiani Aselas & Family in memory of  

Dimitrios Aselas 
Despina Stathopoulos 
Pavlos & Eleni Panisidis 
Jim & Greg Papas & Family in memory of  

Jerry & Karin Papas & Pando Brutovski 
Kleonike Hassos 

OUR BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED CHURCH HALL! 
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Annunciation Policies 
MEMORIAL FUNDS DISTRIBUTION POLICY 
All monies received during a funeral or memorial service that are made out to the church, that is,  checks 
marked with “Annuncia on Greek Orthodox Church” or cash with the envelope  marked with “Annuncia on 
Greek Orthodox Church” will be used for purposes in support of church opera on. 
 
These could include support of recognized church ministries, sacramental ar cles purchased for the church 
proper or for ongoing campaigns such as Hall Renova on or other capita improvements. 
 
If it is desired that these monies are to be used for other wishes that the family may have the family must 
ensure that they announce that theses checks or cash be designated as such. 
All monies received for funerals are tracked, and family members will receive a lis ng of those who donated 
and a total amount of the dona on, typically within 40-60 days following the date of the funeral.  In addi on, 
for all monies received designated “Annuncia on Greek      Orthodox Church,”  donors will receive a le er 
thanking them for their dona on to the church in memory of the deceased. 

POLICY FOR DOCUMENT PREPARATION: 
There is a required processing charge of $40 per document. This charge covers research, prepara on and 
rou ng of documents such as Cer ficate of Residency, Cer ficate of Freedom to Marry, Reissued Marriage 
Cer ficate, Reissued Bap sm Cer ficate and Cer ficate of Death.   Addi onal documents are $20.00 per doc-
ument.  

ADDITIONAL: 
We have wedding candles in the office for purchase which is required at the me of the ceremony.  The do-
na on for them are $30.00. 
 

We also have bap smal candles, $30 for the large candles and $7 each for the two (2) smaller candles which 
are also required at the me of the bap sm.   
 

MEMORIALS: 
Coffee Hour scheduling for family memorials is the responsibility of the Philoptochos unless other arrange-
ments have been made by the family sponsoring the Memorial. The family which is sponsoring the Memorial 
is asked to : 
1. Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange scheduling for Coffee Hour that day. The Secretary will con-
 tact the Philoptochos President. 
 

2. Arrange for or pay for Coffee Hour food items that are in excess of the standard menu (coffee, drinks, 
 and simple snacks). 
 

3. Coordinate the prepara on and delivery of Koliva (if used).  The Philoptochos or Church office can 
 provide informa on on persons who can prepare Koliva. The standard rate for the prepara on of koli-
 va is $150 . 
 



 16 

Name _________________________________________________________________________  Phone ___________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________City ________________________________  Zip __________ 

Contact _______________________________________________________ Email _____________________________________________ 

ADVERTISING OPTIONS: 

□ Full Page………………………………………………..$500/yr 

 

□ Half Page……………………………………………….$300/yr 

      

□ Business Card ..........................................$150/yr 

 

NOTES: 

Newsle er is printed 11 months per year as 
June/July is a combined newsle er 
 
For best quality, artwork should be high resolu on 
jpeg files or similar 
 
Emailed ads must be 600 dpi or greater PDF 
 
Please include or email artwork 

In order to help defray costs of prin ng and mailing and to increase awareness 
among our community of the broad range of experience and services available 
from our parishioners, we are invi ng both parishioners and any vendors to our 
church to consider adver sing in our monthly newsle er. Just complete the 
form below and mail, email or drop off to the church office.  For email use 
office@agocroc.org 

2020 ADVERTISING/SPONSORSHIP 
COMMITMENT FORM 

GOOD NEWS  February 2020 
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 Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 
 
 

 

 

2020 Lenten Series & Discussion Schedule 
 

As an accompaniment to our weekly Wednesday Pre-sanctified Liturgies, we are offering a series 
of Lenten topics to deepen our understanding of some of the very important aspects of the 
Christian faith that are emphasized during Great Lent in preparation for the joyful resurrection 
of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

As with the Bible Reading Challenge, we have invited clergy from the local area to present 
different expressions on the topics of Forgiveness, Prayer, Confession and Eucharist. 

The Lenten Series Discussion Schedule is as follows: 

Date Lenten Topic Speaker 

March 4th  Forgiveness Fr Bob Werth 

March 11th  Prayer Rabbi Peter Stein 

April 1st  Eucharist (Holy Communion) Pastor Mike Mullin 

April 8th  Confession Fr Angelo Maggos 

 

Each of these discussions will take place after the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy in our hall.  The Pre-
Sanctified Liturgy services run from 6:00pm until 7:15pm after which we will all enjoy a pot-luck 
post service dinner at which time our guest speakers will present for between 20-30 minutes. 
This will allow time for questions and discussion for another 30 minutes or so.  Our guest speakers 
for this Lenten Lecture Series are: 

 Fr. Bob Werth, Priest of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini Catholic Church in Rochester  

 Rabbi Peter W. Stein, senior rabbi of Temple B’rith Kodesh in Rochester 

 Pastor Mike Mullin, Youth Pastor at Asbury First Methodist, Rochester  

Please make time to join us as I am very excited to be the host church for this important series 
and look forward to spirited and lively discussion as we break bread with our fellow 
congregations and learn from each other.  
 
Fr Angelo Maggos 
Priest 
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 
Rochester, NY 
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Same Great Realtor. 
Same Great Services. 

Sylvia Bauer & Howard Hanna 
The Right Combination. 

The Right Decision. 

Your actions and decisions today will shape 
the way you will be living tomorrow! 

SYLVIA 
BAUER 

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson 

HOWARD HANNA REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

Email: sylviabauer@howardhanna.com 

(C)  585.690.2040 

(O)  585.461.6322 

BRIGHTON OFFICE 

Σας Εγγυωμαι Μια Ομαλοτερη Χωρις Πιεση 
Εμπειρια με το Real Estate.  Η Εμπιστοσύνη σας 

είναι η Προτεραιότητά Μου.  
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 GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH of the ANNUNCIATION 
 

962 EAST AVENUE 
ROCHESTER, NY 14607 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Rochester, N.Y. 
Permit No 900 

PARISH INFORMATION 

CONTACT US: 
Voice: (585) 244-3377 
Web: Annuncia onRochester.org | RochesterGreekFes val.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/annuncia onrochester 
Office and scheduling requests:  office@agocroc.org 
Stewardship and finance related ques ons: finance@agocroc.org 
 
 

CLERGY: 
Rev. Fr. Angelo Maggos, Presiding Priest 
Email:  frangelo@agocroc.org 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:   
Monday through Friday   10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Secretary: Lena L. Livecchi                
Email:  Office@agocroc.org 
Submit Good News Ar cles to:  goodnews@agocroc.org 

2020 PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Demetrios Stathopoulos, President 
Peggy Votsis, Co-Vice President 
Alan Makovsky, Co-Vice President 
Helen Eisenberg, Secretary 
Eric Vangelow, Treasurer 
Demitri Kolokouris, Asst. Treasurer 

Karen Balta 
Michael Naselaris 
Ronald Wiegand 
 


